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This Month in Search & Rescue 

Special points of 

interest: 

• 8.1.2019 Training and 

Meeting SEACOM 

• 8.3.2019 Tech Training 

W Stronghold 

• 8.4.2019 K-9 Training 
with Pima and Pinal, 

Charleston 

• 8.9.2019 Asst WX PD 

missing person 

• 8.9. and 8.10 Swift Water  

Rucker Canyon 

• 8.11.2019 Dehydrated 

Hiker Fairbanks  

• 8.11.2019 Fall injury Carr 

Canyon lower falls 

• 8.15.2019 Body recovery 

Palominas 

• 8.16.2019 Rescue S of 

Fairbank injured subject 

• 8.17 & 18 Basic SAR 

Academy 

• 8.24.2019 Wilderness 1st 

Aid part 2 

• 8.25.2019 K-9 Training 

Hwy 90 N side 

• 8.31.2019 Mow Party E 

Stronghold 

Eric S7, went over some of the 

knots the team must know for 

technical rescue applications as 

well as explaining the strengths of 

ropes and webbing to include the 

10-1 Safety factor we utilize when 

setting up a system especially for 

hauling a load.   
Eric went over the vector forces 

applied to the ropes and anchor. 

The ideal angle in an anchor is 

preferably 45 degrees. On an100 

kg load the force on each anchor 

sling, is about 54% of the loads 

weight is being distributed to 

each anchor device. Therefore 

the greater the angle, the greater 

the fore on the anchor. For in-

stance at 90 degrees on the same 

load forces increase by 71%, and 

at an angle of 120 degrees, the 

force increases by 100% for each 

anchor. The angle on our anchors 

in a haul/lower system is ex-

tremely critical. Anchors are, if 

not the most critical component  

in a rope rescue system and could 

jeopardies the rescue if the an-

chors are not reliable. We need 

to chose the best 

anchor, a BFR or 

BFT or multiple 

marginal anchors 

requiring back tie 

etc., and then rig 

the anchor keeping 

the force vectors in 

mind. Our land 

scape often does 

not provide ade-

quate anchors, and 

we might have to 

use a vehicle or multiple ATVs.  
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That would be a bowline 



This was another excellent training day 

for the team. The team set up a high 

angle rescue system  using the Vortex  

including a high angle rope system. The 

goal and objective for this particular 

training was to increase everyone's 

experience with the technical rescue 

systems. Setting up the anchors for the 

tandem lower and raise, Vortex set up, 

with securing all legs and back tying. All 
team members were able to rotate 

through all the stations, learning the 

functions of each. They had to work the 

MPD, haul, reset, work as edge techni-

cians and tender. We also worked on 

all the verbal commands to ensure a 

smooth operation.  We have not 

worked on the whistle commands or 

the incorporation of them into the roll 

call. Setting up the Vortex and the rope 

systems.  Eric explaining the vector 

forces and the importance everything is 

in line to prevent any system collapse.  
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Dr. Scuba Corner 

 
“It is better to know 

knots and not need 

knots. Than not to 

know knots and need 

them.” 

8.3.2019 Tech Training West Stronghold 



August  2019 

 

  

Roll Call Procedure 
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Tech Team 

8.4.2019 Combined K-9 Training—Pima & Pinal County 

On Sunday the K-9 team conducted a com-

bine training with Pima and Pinal County on 

the north side of the Charleston Bridge. 

We worked at least 18 dogs from trailing, 

to area search and Human Remains Detec-

tion. All dogs did super and we learned a 

lot. The HRD dogs were exposed to some 

rather large quantity of source and it awe-

some to see their reaction to the extreme 

odor. Step by step introduction works best 

letting the dog experience the overwhelm-

ing odor. Every time we train we learn 

something new about our dogs, Learning to 

read them better, the minute changes in 

their body behavior, however minute it 

might be. We can work on specific prob-

lems, such as the Final Trained Response 

(FTR), recall, scent discrimination, cross 

trails, you name it, we will work on it. The 

list of training scenarios never ends, and the 
reliability 

of our 

dogs 

depend 

on solid 

training.  
K-Oz 

working 

on a 

vehicle 

problem, 

locating 

the 

source. Sophie with handler Deuce is work-

ing an hour old 3/4 mile trail, and yup she is 

right on the target. Our trail layer stayed 

out and gave an opportunity to the area 

search dog to also find him. By the time Z 

with handler Ashley worked this problem 

the trail layer was out for about 3.5 hours, 

and she did an awesome job. Pinal county 

team members worked on a a cross trail 

with one of their trailing dogs  



 

K-9 continued 
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8.4.2019 Assist SVPD  

Dietz with handler Angie also working an aged area searc scenario. 

Pima County HRD K-9 Charlie locating the buried 

source. Super job he did . 

Franzi working her hour old scenario with cross 

trail. Found her subject and gave super proximity 

Pinal County trailing K-9 working a super trail with 

back track, she did an awesome job.  

Iris with handler Jasmin working her hour old cross 

trail scenarios 

The only one missing is Bruce with handler Denise. He also worked 

a cross trail problem.  

The team was activated for this call around 1500 hours. A young boy had been missing for quite some time and SVPD asked for SAR 

assistance. Several made it to the scene, others were en-route when the juvenile was located.  
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Training Schedule 
9.5.2019 Training and Meeting SEACOM 

1730 hours 

 

9.7.2019 Helo Requals East Stronghold 

0900 hours, Ingress / Egress mandatory for 

all new personnel 

 

9.8.2019 K-9 Training Hereford Rd 

 

9.14.2019  Tech Training 

 

9.15.2019 K-9 Training Rucker area of 

public access gate  

 

9.21.2019 K-9 Training Miller or Hunter 

Canyon 

 

9.28.2019 K-9 Training Battalion Way, 

Palominos 

 

 

Training  Schedule 

 
10.3.2019 Training and Meeting 

SEACOM 1730 hours 

 
10.5.2019  Tech Training West 

Stronghold 0900 hrs 

 

10.6.2019 K-9 Montezuma 

 
10.12to 10.13  Overnighter East 

Stronghold Map and Compass, 

pack test, etc 

 

10.19.2019 K-9  Fairbanks S side 

 
10/23 to 10.27 Trailing Seminar 

possibly need some trail layers 

0600 hrs to about 1800 hrs eve-

ry day 
 

 

September 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

October 2019 
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 8.9-11. 2019 Busy weekend 

 What a  busy weekend this has been for 

CCSO SAR. CCSO SAR was called around 

1800 hrs on Friday 8/9/2019 to assist Will-

cox Police in the search for a missing 67 

year old female, with medical problems. 

While this search was ongoing, SAR was 

called to Rucker Canyon Lake Campground 

for several missing persons, and a flash 

flood at the campground. SAR Swift water 

personnel and AZDPS Phoenix Ranger 

responded from Willcox to Rucker Can-

yon. The rest of the team continued 

searching for the female, who was located  
on 1-10  near the Safford exit by a CCSO 

Deputy. Once her identity was confirmed, 

and it was confirmed she was the missing 

person, the rest of the team responded to 

Rucker Canyon as well.  
 The SAR team was only make it 

as far as mile post 12 on Rucker Canyon  

Road due to heavy flooding.  Phoenix Rang-

er located five subjects stranded by flood-

ing. Two teenage females were hoisted into 

the helicopter and flown to the waiting SAR 

team. They were checked and then trans-

ported to Elfrida and turned over to family 

members. The three people indicated they 

were safe and could stay the night, but re-

quested to be checked on Saturday morn-

ing.  
 The SAR team along with CCSO 

helicopter “Geronimo” and AZDPS Tucson 

Ranger responded on Saturday morning to 

check on the remaining people. Geronimo 

and SAR members flew up the canyon, and 

located a male, female and two dogs. They 

were flown back to the Command Post and 

later given a ride to their home in Sierra 

Vista. AZDPS Tucson Ranger with SAR 

personnel flew further up the canyon and 

located one more person, who declined 

being rescued, stating he would wait until 

the road is fixed.  

 

On Sunday 8/11/2019 at approxi-

mately 1400 hours the SAR team 

was called out for a dehydrated 

female hiker on a trail approxi-

mately 1.5 miles north of the 

Fairbank Townsite. Before SAR 

arrival, a CCSO Deputy was able 

to drive to the female and drive 

her out to the trailhead, where 

she was turned over to medics. 

Family members were driven out by SAR 

personnel. 

 
At about 1500 hours SAR was called to 

Carr Canyon waterfall for a 39 year old 

male, who had fallen about 30 feet, sustain-

ing a broken shoulder and head injury. The 

Fry Fire Dept. Technical Rescue also re-

sponded to this call. The male was located 

approximately 200 yards from the trailhead 

and was able to hike out. He was then 

turned over to medics and transported to a 

landing zone, and flown to the trauma cen-

ter in Tucson for treatment.  
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From the mother.  
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EMT Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Find a group of people, 

who challenge and in-

spire you, spend a lot of 

time with them, and it will 

change your life.” 
 

Amy Poehler 

Dr. Scuba Corner 

 
“A comfort zone is the most 

dangerous area anyone can 

stay in. It is a place of no 

growth and no challenges.” 
 

Brian Cagneey 

 

 
In SAR, especially when involved in 

technical rescue, we have to challenge 

ourselves without compromising safe-

ty.  In order to help those in need, we 

have to step out of our comfort zone 

and do what is required.  We chal-

lenge you to work on your knots, work 

on understanding systems and equip-

ment as well as understanding all oth-

er aspects of SAR. 
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The team was activated for this rescue 

mission around 1000 hrs. A subject got his 

vehicle stuck off Schefflin Monument Rd 

and got it stuck in a wash on Thursday. He 

began walking and got lost. The call indi-

cated the subject was injured and bleeding 

profusely. One of the Tomsbtone Mar-

shall’s unit located the vehicle and some 

time later also the subject. Geronimo was 

dispatched to this call as well and was 

almost on scene, when we were advised 

the subject was not injured and mobile. 

The TMO unit walked the subject out and 

transported him to the Marshall’s Office, 

where he was checked out.  

K-9 Training & Body Recovery 

.We did some impromptu K-9 training on 

Thursday. We were working on an aged 

trail, with aged start for Bruce. While that 

trail aged, we worked area search scenarios 

with Z and handler Ashley.  
 While en-route to training I saw a 

dead body call on the screen in the greater 
Palominas area near the border. We knew 

we would get a body recovery, it just de-

pended when.  
 David informed me about the 

assist around 1615 hrs and we headed out 

to the location. We were able to utilize a 

side by side to get extremely close to the 

location. This was Ashley’s first dead body 

recovery and she held up pretty darn well. 

Thank goodness I carry those extra heavy 

duty disaster pouches, we needed it. This 

was a female illegal immigrant who suc-

cumbed to the elements within one mile of 

entering the US. No one knows how many 

more have died in our county along the 

International Border or in 

our rugged 

mountain 

terrain.  Body recoveries are not easy .  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.16.2019 Injured subject South of Fairbank 

8.17 & 18 Basic SAR Academy 

Over this weekend we taught a two day 

basic SAR Academy class. This is a manda-

tory training for all new members.  We had 

24 participants; Cochise County, Santa 

Cruz County and Pima County. Several of 

our team members were able to get some 

of their SAR Tech II items checked off dur-

ing this academy as well.  Such as their 24 

hour pack. Great job by everyone.  
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 Anchors 

  

It can happen to any of us. Remember 

the subject got himself / herself into the 

predicament, and unless it is a CLEAR 

life or death situation we should not try 

to attempt to get injured ourselves. 

Some of our calls Are at the opposite 

end of the county and we try to get 

there as fast as possible. However, if we 

wreck  on the way we help no one. 

Even in a fully marked emergency vehi-

cle, we still have to obey all traffic laws 

The mow party 

participants. Many 

hands made for easy 

work. Thankyou 

every one.  
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1st Aid Continued 

The Wilderness 1st Aid continued 

this week with lots of practical 

applications. The 1st aid portion 

was completed, the rest of the 

team, WFER and WEMT continue 

on with lots more class room and 

practicals and written test.  


